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The Membrain    

“Dedicated to the memory of our former Publisher and DVRC Founding 
Member, Pete Butler - WB2B”  

 

A Publication of the Delaware Valley 
Ragchew Club 
PO BOX 8813 

Collingswood, NJ 08108-8813 
 

Club Callsign: N 2 H Q X – WWW.RAGCHEW.ORG 
DVRC Net: 146.820/R on Tuesday at 10:00 PM EST 

Meetings: Every 3rd Saturday of the month at the Haddon 
Township NJ Public Library Meeting Room   

 

 

DVRC CLUB REPEATER FREQ’S 

 
146.820 (- 600) Camden NJ    PL = 131.8 Hz 
147.210 (+ 600) Absecon NJ   PL = 123.0 Hz 
448.0250 (- 5.0)  Camden NJ  PL = 131.8 Hz 
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The Yaesu FT/DX 5000 

 

 

The FT DX 5000 Series HF/50 MHz 200 Watt Transceivers are 
a new Premium Class of Yaesu radios with 2 Independent 
Receivers plus many unique options and accessories designed 
to meet the Performance Requirements of even the most 
demanding serious Amateur Radio operator.  (Yaesu USA) 

Information: www.Yaesu.com 
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Editor’s Corner   

 
  George – WA2RCB 

 

Welcome to February! Hope everyone’s antennas 
survived the recent ice and snow storms. My 
decorative bushes sustained damaged and our 
neighbour lost a 30’ pine. Most unusual when man-
made objects like Amateur antennas survive and 
trees/flora does not. Oh well the landscapers will no 
doubt be seeing a lot of business this Spring which 
should be here sooner than usual as Punxsutawney 
Phil did not see his shadow this Year.  
 
As we go to press however be advises as according to 
spaceweather “A coronal mass ejection (CME) 
propelled toward Earth by the X2-flare of Feb. 15th 
should arrive during the late hours of Feb. 17th. A 
moderately strong geomagnetic storm is likely when it 
arrives. High-latitude sky watchers should be alert for 
auroras after nightfall.” So check out 75 and 40 this 
evening and see if you hear the ‘storm pipe’ echo 
effect on any signals this evening.  
 
Our next club meeting will be on Saturday February 
19th at the Haddon Township Library. Hope to see you 
there.  
 

73es George WA2RCB 
 

 

 
FCC TAKES A STEP TOWARD A NATIONWIDE   
INTEROPERABLE RADIO SYSTEM 
 
The Federal Communications Commission has adopted 
a Third Report and Order and Fourth Further Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking that it says will significantly 
advance communications interoperability for our 
Nation’s first responders. Amateur Radio Newsline’s 
Mark Abramovich, NT3V, is here with the details: The 
rules adopted and those proposed in the January 25th 
Order and Fourth Further Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking support the build out of robust, dedicated 
and secure mobile broadband networks specifically for 
rescue radio service. The FCC says that these will 
enable public safety broadband users to share 
information, videos, photos and emails across 
departments and jurisdictions nationwide for day-to-
day operations and during large-scale emergencies.   
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The Order and Fourth Further Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking requires all 700 MHz public safety mobile 
broadband networks to use a common air interface called 
Long Term Evolution or LTE. This to support roaming and 
interoperable communications, The NPRM seeks 
comment on additional rules to enable nationwide 
interoperability.  
 
The FCC says that its action builds on the technical 
requirements that state and local 700 MHz broadband 
waiver recipients are already subject to in the early 
buildout of their regional public safety broadband 
networks.  The Fourth Further Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking seeks public comment on, among other 
things the architectural vision of the network; the 
effectiveness of open standards; interconnectivity 
between networks; network robustness and resiliency 
along with several other key points. The deadlines for 
public comments and reply comments on the Fourth 
Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking are 45 days and 
75 days, respectively, after publication in the Federal 
Registry.  
 
Mark Abramowicz, NT3V tinyurl.com/interoperableradio  
(FCC, CGC ARN) 
 
********************************************* 
 
RESCUE RADIO: FCC SEEKS COMMENTS ON ARIEL 

COMMUNICATIONS ARCHITECTURES 
 
The FCC’s Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau is 
seeking comment regarding the creation of low-altitude 
aerial telecommunications architectures. Ones that are 
accessible, reliable, resilient, cost-effective and secure. 
They also have to be systems which are capable of 
providing public safety and emergency response 
personnel the capability to communicate during the 
critical restoration period after a major disaster over a 
multitude of communications platforms. These might 
include High Frequency, UHF and VHF two-way radio, 
cellular telephones, the Internet, and satellite circuits.  
Specifically being looked at are such aerial 
telecommunications architectures such as unmanned 
aerial vehicles or balloon mounted or un-mounted 
systems. These are believed to be communications 
platforms that can be rapidly deployed to an area within 
the first few hours after major natural disasters or 
terrorist attacks. As such, the Public Safety and 
Homeland Security Bureau is seeking comment on the 
means of coordinating and managing such solutions 
before and during deployment, what public safety 
agencies may be involved in the operations of such 
systems or those who own communications operations 
that may be adversely impacted by such systems. 
 
This inquiry has been designated as PS Docket No. 11-
15. Interested parties may file comments to it on or 
before February 28th. More details on PS Docket No. 11-
15 is on-line also as a downloadable Word file at 
tinyurl.com/4agoxg2 (FCC, CGC ARN) 
 

******************************************* 
ENFORCEMENT: UNLICENSED CALIFORNIA 
BROADCASTER WARNED OFF THE AIR BY FCC 
 
The Los Angeles Office of the Federal Communications 
Commission has issued a Notice of Unlicensed 
Operation to Robert Gwynne of Covina, California. 
This, after confirming that an unlicensed broadcast 
radio station on 107.9 MHz was allegedly operating 
from his residence.  According to the FCC, its records 
show that no license was issued for operation of a 
broadcast station at this location on 107.9 MHz in 
Covina, California. Based on this the regulatory agency 
told Gwynne in its January 12th notification that this 
unlicensed operation must be discontinued 
immediately. The FCC also warned Gwynne that the 
operation of radio transmitting equipment without a 
valid radio station authorization constitutes a violation 
of the Federal law. As such it could subject the 
operator of an illegal station to severe penalties, 
including fines, seizure of transmitting equipment and 
criminal sanctions including imprisonment. (FCC ARN) 
 
******************************************* 
 
ENFORCEMENT: FCC CITES COMPANY OVER 
SALE OF CELLPHONE JAMMERS 
 
The FCC has issued an Official Citation to 
DeadlyDeal.com. This based on allegations that 
between August 25, 2008 and January 16, 2010 the 
company offered for sale a cellular telephone jamming 
device called the Blocker. While DeadlyDeal.com says 
that it no longer offers these devices to its clientel, the 
FCC states that even the manufacturing or importation 
of such units to United States shores is a direct 
violation of its rules. This is because jamming devices 
cannot be certified or authorized because the main 
purpose of a jamming device is to block or interfere 
with radio communications. In its communication the 
FCC warns DeadlyDeal.com that if after receipt of the 
Citation that should the company violate the 
Communications Act or the FCC Rules that the 
regulatory agency can impose monetary forfeitures  
of up to $16,000 for each such violation or each day of 
a continuing violation and up to $112,500 for any 
single act or failure to act. In addition, violations of the 
Communications Act or the Rules can result in seizure 
of equipment as well as criminal sanctions, including 
jail time. Deadly Deal was given 30 days following the 
January 26th date of the Citations release to respond 
either through a personal interview at the closest FCC 
office, or by filing a written statement with the agency.  
 
(FCC ARN) 
 
******************************************** 
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Vintage Radio Shack ON THE WEB: 

 
WWW.RADIOSHACKCATALOGS.COM 
 
Want to spend some time strolling vicariously through 
the history of the electronics retailing? Now you can 
thanks to a website called “RadioShackCatalogs.com”  
 

 
 
The site contains catalogs for the company that date all 
the way back to 1939. Each one is animated in a way 
that a click of your mouse lets you turn the pages or 
zoom in to see that special part of item that evokes a 
memory of days gone by. The site also has the complete 
history of the company along with the story of how in 
1963, Charles Tandy purchased Radio Shack Corporation 
when it was on the verge of bankruptcy for only 
$300,000 and built it into the mega corporation it is 
today.  Whether or not you were or still are a fan of 
Radio Shack you will likely get a thrill of this trip back in 
time. You will find it at www.RadioShackCatalogs.com on 
the World Wide Web.  
 
(K3MSB) 
 

 

 
 

Nifty Lightbulb seen online. -  I got to get one of these! 
 

 

Listeners on three continents lament BBC 
Shortwave World Service cutbacks 

2011 marks the end of five BBC foreign language 
services. Shortwave service reductions will cut off more 
than 30 million listeners, a sixth of its global audience.  

 

The BBC European service control room in 

London, pictured in 1943. Photograph: Felix 

Man/Getty Images 

While the BBC and the government traded blows over 
who was to blame for the cuts outlined at the BBC 
World Service last week, the global impact of the 
biggest single change in the broadcaster's 79-year 
history was only just beginning to sink in. 

The axing of five foreign language services and 
wholesale retreat from shortwave radio – including the 
end of broadcasts to India, Russia and China – will 
lead to the loss of more than 30 million listeners, a 
sixth of the World Service's global audience of 180 
million, the BBC estimates. The five language services 
being shut down – Portuguese for Africa, Caribbean 
English, Macedonian, Serbian and Albanian – have a 
combined audience of 3.4 million. 

 

The changes mean the World Service is likely to be 
overtaken by the Voice of America, established in 1942 
and funded by the US government, as the world's 
leading global news broadcaster. The World Service's 
former managing director, Sir John Tusa, said its rival 
had "always been regarded as a vastly inferior 
international broadcaster". 

The scaling back follows a 16% cut in the World 
Service's funding by the Foreign Office, with the BBC 
looking to make £46m of savings a year by 2014. 
Some 650 jobs will go out of a World Service staff of 
2,400. 

Listeners unhappy at the changes turned to social 
media sites such as Facebook to co-ordinate their 
protests, posting William Hague's Twitter address for 
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anyone who wanted to make their feelings known to the 
foreign secretary.  The World Service has a global phone-
in programme called World Have Your Say. It would 
appear it intends to. 

Portuguese for Africa Service: 

The axing of Portuguese for Africa will be a major 
setback to people living under repressive regimes, 
experts say. "This is a big blow to democracy, the right 
to information and freedom of the press," said Elias 
Isaac, country director of the Open Society Institute 
Angola. "Without this information, people will be limited 
to what the government provides. The only media that 
covers the whole country is state media – it's not just 
state controlled, it's ruling party controlled." Portuguese 
for Africa was launched in 1939. It broadcasts 11 hours a 
week to an estimated 1.5m people in the former 
Portuguese colonies of Angola, Cape Verde, Guinea-
Bissau, Mozambique and São Tomé and Príncipe. Radio is 
very influential in parts of Africa where television and 
internet access are scarce. Isaac said: "The majority of 
Angolan people don't have access to the internet. The 
country has a big illiterate population so information from 
the radio is critical."  

The loss of the transmissions will also be felt in 
Mozambique. Joseph Hanlon, a former BBC World Service 
stringer in the country, said: "It's sad because it provides 
the only independent outside media. All the rest is from 
Portugal." Hanlon, editor of the Mozambique Political 
Process Bulletin, criticised Britain for squandering an 
opportunity. "If you're going to have a serious foreign 
policy you should concentrate on what you're good at, 
and in Britain's case that's the BBC. "It's as if they're 
saying: 'There's not a war going on in southern Africa 
any more so we don't care any more.'" 

A BBC World Service employee, who did not wish to be 
named, said much specialised knowledge would be lost. 
"I think it's really sad because it offered listeners a real 
insight into Lusophone Africa, which often gets neglected 
because of the language and the complex postcolonial 
history. "This is going to reduce the amount of impartial 
news that people have access to in some African 
countries where English is not widely spoken. They can't 
just log on to the BBC website and read it." 

Balkans Service: 

The closure of three Balkan language services has stirred 
nostalgic regret and a sense of abandonment in the 
region. "It is the latest of many signals the British have 
sent of a very low interest in what is happening in our 
region. And that's pretty unpleasant for us", said Saso 
Ordanoski, a political analyst in Skopje. The existence of 
a Macedonian language service had a special meaning for 
his country, whose very name is a source of international 
friction. "It was a kind of unofficial recognition of our 
sovereignty," he said. Macedonia's contested identity is 
among several reasons the Balkans remain unstable, said 
Nenad Sebek, who once reported for the BBC's Serbian 
language service and now runs an NGO. "The problems 
in this area have not been resolved. We have Kosovo. 
And look at Albania – just last week there were riots. If 

ever there were good reasons for keeping language 
services alive then we have them here." Respect in 
Serbia for the BBC's objective reporting, which 
blossomed during the Nazi occupation and matured 
under communism, survived even the bombing of the 
country by British aircraft in the Kosovo war. 

In Montenegro Nebojsa Medojevic, the leader of the 
party Movement for Changes, said the BBC, which is 
also scrapping its Albanian language service, had "a lot 
of channels of influence". Perhaps the most important 
was in educating journalists by example. "The transfer 
of professionalism has had a big influence in the 
Balkans, and especially on journalists in the publicly-
owned media," he said. But he conceded that "maybe 
the younger generation don't respect the BBC as 
much". The internet has opened up new sources of 
independent information, from Twitter to blogs like the 
one written by Jasmina Tesanovic, whose diary of the 
1999 bombing made her internationally famous.  
Nobody really listens to the radio now. I just cleared 
out my place in Belgrade and I threw out all the radios, 
because I no longer have any use for them," says 
Tesanovic, who now writes from outside her native 
Serbia. 

Caribbean Service: 

Radio listeners and media organisations across the 
Caribbean mourned this week's announcement that the 
BBC's Caribbean service will be cut, silencing a source 
of news and information valued for decades. "This will 
be a sharp blow to Caribbean regional integration," 
said Donaldson Romeo, a member of Montserrat's 
legislative council. 

"BBC Caribbean report has for decades dominated 
regional news and views coverage, and it is a regular 
and trusted daily point of contact and information 
across the region that keeps us in touch with one 
another. Its loss will be keenly felt." The Association of 
Caribbean Media Workers said the region needed a 
distinctive, high-quality news service to balance the 
often repetitive and parochial reports from local 
newspapers and broadcasters. 

The Caribbean service began broadcasting in 1939 
with Calling the West Indies, in which troops serving 
abroad read letters to home. It evolved into Caribbean 
Voices, drawing from the writings of luminaries such as 
Derek Walcott, and after a period off air relaunched in 
1988 with a news and current affairs focus. The 
presenter Hugh Crosskill became a recognised voice 
across the region. Milton Walker, the group head of 
news at the Jamaica radio station RJR, said the World 
Service cutbacks would hit those broadcasters who 
relied on feeds from a professional, free service. 
"There will be some impact," he told the Jamaica 
Observer. "What it means now is that we're going to 
have to find another source to get Caribbean news 
from." 

(John Plunkett, Rory Carroll in Caracas, David Smith in 
Johannesburg and John Hooper in Rome 
guardian.co.uk, Friday 28 January 2011 17.58 GMT) 
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Massive Solar Flare disrupts radio communications 

WASHINGTON (AFP) – A wave of charged plasma 
particles from a huge solar eruption has glanced off the 
Earth's northern pole, lighting up auroras and disrupting 
some radio communications, a NASA scientist said. But 
the Earth appears to have escaped a widespread 
geomagnetic storm, with the effects confined to the 
northern latitudes, possibly reaching down into Norway 
and Canada. 

"There can be sporadic outages based on particular 
small-scale events," said Dean Persnell, project scientist 
at NASA's Solar Dynamics Observatory at Goddard Space 
Flight Center. He told AFP the official forecast is "for 
generally quiet conditions today, perhaps some minor 
storming tomorrow, but nothing extraordinary." The 
event began Tuesday at 0156 GMT with a spectacular 
solar eruption in a sunspot the size of Jupiter that 
produced a Class X flash -- the most powerful of all solar 
events. 

 

The eruption blasted a torrent of charged plasma 
particles called a coronal mass ejection (CME) toward 
Earth at about 560 miles per second (900 kilometers per 
second), the Solar Dynamics Observatory reported. A 
direct hit from a CME could trigger a huge geomagnetic 
storm as incoming particles bounce off the Earth's 
geomagnetic field, blacking out radio communications, 
interfering with GPS navigational systems, in theory even 
causing power outages.  

 

The China Meteorological Administration reported that 
the solar flare caused "sudden ionospheric disturbances" 
in the atmosphere above China and jammed shortwave 
radio communications in the southern part of the 

country. Anticipating the worst, the US National 
Weather Service's Space Weather Prediction Service 
warned it was "the calm before the storm." "Three 
CMEs are enroute, all a part of the Radio Blackout 
events on February 13, 14, and 15 (UTC). The last of 
the three seems to be the fastest and may catch both 
of the forerunners about mid to late ... February 17." 
But Persnell said the spiraling beam of solar particles 
from Tuesday's eruption was passing behind the Earth 
without making a direct hit. 

 "In this case, it appears it will curve around and not 
hit us," he said. He said satellite data "shows that the 
CME is quieting down and so there is not a whole lot 
left to it. So it's moved well behind us by now," he 
said. But he said solar activity is on the upswing, and 
more CMEs will follow. "We are seeing more and more 
sunspots as what we call solar cycle 24 is turning on," 
he said. "At the peak we might see several of these 
CMEs a day coming off the sun." "But they have only a 
five to ten percent chance of hitting us. We have to be 
in exactly the right place for that piece of spiral to 
come hit us. We'll see many more coming off the sun 
than we have hitting us here on Earth." 

The British Geological Survey (BGS) said, meanwhile, 
that the solar storm would result in spectacular 
Northern Lights displays starting Thursday. One CME 
reached Earth on February 14, "sparking Valentine's 
Day displays of the Northern Lights (aurora borealis) 
further south than usual."  The office published 
geomagnetic records dating back to the Victorian era 
which it hopes will help in planning for future storms. 
"Life increasingly depends on technologies that didn't 
exist when the magnetic recordings began," said Alan 
Thomson, BGS head of geomagnetism. "Studying the 
records will tell us what we have to plan and prepare 
for to make sure systems can resist solar storms," he 
said.  

A 2009 report by a panel of scientists assembled by 
NASA said that a sustained and powerful solar flare 
outbreak could overwhelm high-voltage transformers 
with electrical currents and short-circuit energy grids. 
The report, titled "Severe Space Weather Events -- 
Understanding Societal and Economic Impacts" warned 
that such a catastrophic event could cost the United 
States alone up to two trillion dollars in repairs in the 
first year -- and it could take up to 10 years to fully 
recover.  

 Hmmm…all this solar activity..?? 
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Echolink now has an App for your Android or Apple 

iPhone SmartPhone 
 

 
 
EchoLink® software allows licensed Amateur Radio 
stations to communicate with one another over the 
Internet, using streaming-audio technology.  The 
program allows worldwide connections to be made 
between stations, or from computer to station, greatly 
enhancing Amateur Radio's communications 
capabilities.  There are more than 200,000 validated 
users worldwide — in 162 of the world's 193 nations — 
with about 5,000 online at any given time. Now Echolink 
has an App for your iPhone or Android smartphone(s)  
 
More information about these Apps is available at the 
Echolink site: www.echolink.org 
 

 
 

  
 

Cisco Systems: Puppy cams are to blame for 
exploding network demands 

It’s no surprise that network demand is growing more 
quickly than ever before, with the increase in online 
mobile devices and the popularity of streaming music and 
television programming. One of the primary driving 
forces in this explosive growth that has caught global 
broadband companies off guard, however, is the amount 
of “puppy cam traffic”, or fixed online video sources that 
people use to monitor the activities and antics of their 

pets. Robert Pepper, Cisco vice president for global 
technology policy, mentioned the unexpected role that 
ambient video sources are playing while presenting 
findings from the company’s Visual Networking Index 
at the 33rd Pacific Telecommunications Council (PTC) 
in Hawaii last week. 

 
 

This a much bigger deal than anyone thought,” said 
Pepper, also noting that of the most popular online 
video websites in Europe last year, “three of the top 20 
are ambient video, and these didn’t exist a year ago.” 
One of these sites mentioned specifically by Pepper 
during his presentation was the Shiba Inu Puppy Cam, 
started by a San Francisco couple in 2008 simply to 
keep an eye on their pups while they were at work 
during the day. In the first month the camera was live 
on UStream, it hosted 3 million viewers for a total of 
1.2 million hours of viewing time. In fact, Pepper 
stated that the number of hours internet users have 
viewed the Shiba Inu Puppy Cam has surpassed that of 
all of ESPN online video.  

Thanks to the popularity of the Shiba Inu Puppy Cam, 
plenty of other internet users have started their own 
“pet cams”, “nanny cams”, and other security camera 
streams. In 2010, video traffic volume exceeded that 
of peer-to-peer for the first time ever.  

According to the Cisco report, global IP traffic is 
expected to increase to 63.9 exabytes per month, over 
four times the volume seen in 2009. Wireless networks 
are going need more spectrum, Pepper says, “and fiber 
to every antenna, fiber to every village — a T-1 
connection to the antenna is not going to cut it.” Either 
networks are going to have to improve, or something 
is going to have to give in this scenario.  

While this type of streaming is cheap and easily 
accessible now, we may begin to see higher costs 
associated with it, or even with network usage in 
general. Will innovation keep up with consumer 
demands? It looks like we’ll soon find out.  

(www.myce.com) 


